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INSERO D UCTION.

A GENERATION has passed away since the last battle of the Civil War was fought, and since the victorious armies of

the Union passed in review, on the 22d and 23d of May, 1865, before the President of the United States in the City

~of Washington.

Upward of one million of men were on the rolls of the army when the work of mustering out officers and men
began on the 1st of June, 1865 and by the middle of November upward of 800,000 of this vast host had returned to the
pursuits of peace.

Altogether the whole number of men who had answered to their country’s call during the war was 2,656,000. Out of
this number 300,000 had sealed their patriotism with their blood.

As long as this nation lasts the memory of these defenders of the Union will be one of its holiest treasures. “Your
marches,” said General Grant in his farewell address, “your sieges and battles, in distance, duration, resolutinn and brilliancy
of results, dim the lustre of the world’s past military achievements, and will be the patriot’s precedents in defense of liberty
and right in all time to come.”

Many of those to whom these words were addressed have already passed away, but the new generation still remembers
with pride some relative to whose stories of battle and of march it has often listened. But as these veterans become fewer
the tales of their deeds become less vivid; and it is to impress on the new age and to fix on posterity the memory of these
heroes that this work is designed.

Nothing recalls the past so forcibly as pictures of the scenes taken at the time and on the very spot. A picture, too,
is impartial. It cannot represent the success of the victors without representing the heroism of their opponents. It does
justice to all sides, like Decoration Day, which North and South alike keep holy, and strengthens the bonds of sympathy
between all true citizens.

This work will be a supplement to every written history, portraying as it does the striking incidents of battle, and
giving the likenesses of the leaders whose names were on every lip in the days of strife.

Here the veterans will find the past recalled, and here the young may gain inspiration to emulate their patriotism and

devotion.
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AS the years roll by, and the reverberating echoes of the great Civil War that shook our country from one end to the

~ other slowly die away in the distance, the pictures of the stirring scenes of '61 to '65, drawn in the very midst of the
strife, become not only interesting and attractive to the eye, but highly important and valuable as real, authentic representa-
tions of the way in which the events actually took place that no word description could possibly give.

To preserve in convenient and permanent form these valuable illustrations and to present to the public a grand pano-
rama of the leading events of the war is the purpose of this book. The brave sgldiers who, clad in the “Blue” or the
‘““ Gray,” participated in the fierce struggles that marked the four years of war, will find here familiar scenes, and will be taken
back, through the medium of excellent pictures, to the days they will never forget; those who remained at home will be
reminded, in looking over these pages, of the exciting eagerness with which the appearance of each number of Frank Leslie’s
publications, with their famous war pictures, was awaited, and how every piece of news and illustration from the seat of battle
was anxiously scanned; while those who were not born or were too young to remember now those stirring times will find
much interest and instruction in studying the views of battles that became famous and have taken a prominent place in
the nation’s history.

The pictures in this work have been reproduced from the original cuts made by Frank Leslie’s corps of war artists.
They were taken from his publications because of their assured authenticity. They were drawn and engraved directly from
sketches made on the scene of battle by the most famous artists of the time, and can therefore be relied upon as
absolutely accurate. They are really the most authentic war illustrations that have ever been published.

The short, concise history of the war which appears at the end of this volume is intended to give the rcader, in as few
words as poSsible, a complete and accurate account of the great conflict from.beginning to end; describing, in entertaining
language, the circumstances that led to the struggle, the important battles both on land and sea, the men who participated
in them, and the causes that brbught about the downfall of the Confederacy. This description, with the graphic illustrations,
will, it is hoped, bring about a better knowledge and a more correct idea of the Civil War than any yet presented to
I; the public.

/ Neither trouble nor expense has been spared to make FraNk LEesLie's ILLusTRATED History ofF THE CiviL WaR per-

fectly reliable in every way. Editors of experience have gone over the whole work carefully and verified every date, so as to

prevent the possibility of error.
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Successful Charge of Company ‘‘ H,” First Massa-
chusetts Regiment, on a Confederate Redoubt
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